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Heoriorable John . Shaffer
Administrator

Federal Aviation Administration
Department of Transportation
Washington, D. G, 20500

Dear Mr. Shaflicer:

The Board recently received a report of an in-flieght turbulence
incident involving United Alr Lines Flight 236, a Boeing 720, vhich
occeurred on July 26, 1959, near Junecsville, Wisconsin, Six persons
vere reporved injured, one of whon was subsequently hospiteliszed with
serious injuries.

The report from our Chicago Tield Office discloses thalb the seal-
belt signs had been turned on appeowimately 5 minubes pLior to encovn -
tering turbulence, No verbel annowcenent was made st the time {the
gipns were Lurned on. 'The captain of Tlight 2306 stated thet no announce-
men® vas made because turbulence was not anticipated and thal he twned
the gigns on a5 a precaulionary meosure.

Al the Time ol the incident,; the 1 PABLENSer T
in the lavetory with her Z-year old davshicr This ;x, asenger had
ocoupled the lelt alale geal in the Tront vov the tourist section
Bhe stated that she vas wayvars of the Jl&htod 5eutbeit sizns at bhe
time she left her seat because she wvas unable lo see any sign Trom that
seal location.
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Recently, an almest *ﬂGW?iw'L Tcpart vas pecetived Dron our Seabtle
of Miee invelving a a,!ﬁ?ll ed Alr Dines Dovglas DC-8 on Avgust 6, 1658, ne:
Wew Richweond, Wisconsin, This . loib dinclosad that the uaLhCLL sipn
had beon Lurned on by Lhe crew dJ minutes prior Lo Llc turbulonce e~

cowiber bub that no verbsl) annovrcmenl wos wmade, Tro passongers, )

cluding an inlant, verds garioosly injurad and Tour pagssonzers receive
minor injuries as a IC@U]% The oo DﬂFULu of seats Wl and RS stated
that they could nol see o senti ' Redr position and, conge

guentlr, vere nobh avsne tuﬁ{ TaE e, Oor dnvegbigato:
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reported that the sign is not visible from the mentioned seabs Tor
bersons of less than average height. The Board is also of the opinion
that the installation of the subject sign is nob in accordance with
section 121.317(&) o the Tederal Aviotion Regulations in that a
seatbelt sign was not visibie from the positicns these passengers
occupied,

in view of the above, the Board recommends the following: (1) that

the Federal Avistion Administretion smend Part 125 of Lhe Federal
Aviation Regnlotions to require thal eny btime "fasten seatbols" signe
are tuwrned on dn {light, the crew make & verbal amouncement over the
public addvess sysbem to sdvisce bhe pasgengers of that fact; (2) that
the Federal Avietion Adwinistration canvass all carriers, subject Lo
the provisioss of section 121.317(a), with a view toward assuring
readdly visible yarning signs ot all seabing positions in aiyv carrier
alreralts.

Tha abol? of our Duvesu of Aviastian Saofety will be pleased to

(S

poovide you wibh any further information ar assistance you may desize.

Sincerely yours,

j/JUhn H. Reed
Chadrman



